With regard to the events on the midnight shift on
August 5, 1983, when Mr. Ribel was discharged, Mr, Hawkins
stated that longwall coordinator Toth went into the
section with the crew to meet with them at the request of
a State inspector to resolve a union-management conflict.
Mr. Hawkins took Mr. Wells with him to fireboss the
section, and when they returned, Mr. Toth asked him to
send two men to check the face phones.  Mr. Hawkins sent
Mr. Ribel and Mr. Toothman to check the phones, and he
explained why he did this (Tr. 526-530).

Mr. Hawkins stated that after the meeting was over,
he went to the face area, and Mr. Toth, Mr. Ribel, and
Mr. Toothman were in the process of checking the
telephones along the longwall face.  Mr. Hawkins confirmed
that he was present when the #32 telephone was opened, and
he identified the telephone produced at the hearing as the
same telephone in question. (Tr. 534).  Upon examination
of the inside of the phone, he confirmed that the orange
wire in question is "separated" (Tr. 537).

Mr. Hawkins stated that the hawkbill knife which
Mr. Ribel had on his person on the evening of August 5,
was not necessary for him to use while performing any of
his normal duties as a chock setter (Tr. 540).
Mr. Hawkins also stated that Mr. Toth did not consult with
him when he suspended Mr. Ribel with intent to discharge
him, nor did he ever suggest to Mr. Toth prior to that
time that Mr. Ribel be terminated (Tr. 540-541).

Mr. Hawkins denied that he ever told Mr. Wells that
Mr. Toth was "out to get him", and he also denied that
Mr. Toth had ever made such a statement to him (Tr. 542).
Mr. Hawkins indicated that, after Mr. Wells bid off the
chock setters' job, a vacancy was created, and Mr. Wells
attempted to bid back on that job-a week later.  However,
the vacancy had been filled by someone senior to Mr, Wells
(Tr. 542).

With regard to the "safety slips" which he issued to
Mr. Wells in August; Mr, Hawkins confirmed that he relied
on what Mr. Wells had told him, and that this served as
the basis for the slip. (Tr. 543).

On cross-examination, Mr. Hawkins confirmed that the
new longwall shearers were obtained in early 1982, and
they were used on the 7 right panel in early 1983 when
longwall mining began (Tr. 544).  He was sure that dust
samples were taken by the respondent, but he does not know
the results, and he confirmed that he would be made aware
of any dust non-compliance, and that it was possible that
the panel may have been out of compliance from early 1983
until May, 1983, but he was not sure (Tr. 545).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